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V1-0 Initial version, an internal operating procedure 01/01/2015

% 1-0 IR based on an associated” organization’s self-,ni5 41 51 g
declaration.
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V2-0 The first public version of the procedure. It includes 01/07/2023

% 2.0 IR requirement to declare commitment to the Policy for, 54 #7818
Association and to disclose background information
for further screening by FSC and outlines a high-
level process for screening of the information.

FIED R DRNEIR, it s FSC & DEFFICET T
BIEH~NDEHNDODBES DO DEREIEK .
FSC ICLAELRABBEDI-HOESIEHROERD

Page 2 Disclosure Requirements for Association with FSC
FSC-PRO-10-004 V2-0



TmODEREIE, Z L TEHROBED/-DHD/NA
L~ 7O0v205BaE0,

® 2022 Forest Stewardship Council, A.C. All Rights Reserved
FSC® F000100

You may not distribute, modify, transmit, reuse, reproduce, re-post or use the copyrighted materials
from this document for public or commercial purposes, without the express written consent of the
publisher. You are hereby authorized to view, download, print and distribute individual pages from
this document subject for informational purposes only.
ANEOEFECREINCERZRITEOEED COHAL L, . RE. XE. BER. B
Wi, BRITI2Z 28T 2, AXEOREEN—TVZ2SRENTHEAT 255ICRY. B,
LyvAa—F BRIERCERLTH LU,

Page 3 Disclosure Requirements for Association with FSC
FSC-PRO-10-004 V2-0



CONTENTS

=P
Introduction
iEL®HIC 5
Objective
=]:p 6
Scope
el 6
References
e 7
1. Applicant background disclosure
BHEEDERBRORT 8
2. Notification
AN 8
3. Review
REL 8
4. Action and consequences based on disclosure process
BHRARFREICLE>TELZIBELRER 9
Annex 1: Disclosure questions for association with FSC
BRI 1 : FSC & DRAFRIER D 7= DIERFATICE T 2 BRi% 10
Annex 2: Outline of screening process
BBl 2 : EEFHEZOBE 11
Annex 3: Terms and definitions
BRI 3 : FHREL ER 13
Verbal forms for the expression of provisions
MEERTEEOREARN 14

Page 4 Disclosure Requirements for Association with FSC
FSC-PRO-10-004 V2-0



Introduction
T LI

FSC-POL-01-004 Policy for Association is an expression of the values shared by individuals and
organizations associated* with FSC. It defines six unacceptable activities that associated* individuals and
organizations and their corporate group* commit to avoid in both certified and non-certified operations.

FSC-POL-01-004 ## & FSC & DEFICE T 3 #5#1E. FSC & BRz/F DEAN R OCHEBAHE L T
LMMEDNKRIRTH 5, HEHICIE. FSC & FReFDEAKROEB. £ L TZ 0D ELEEHD . WIAEH KR
VIERAZEFZOMAICEWTEHITH I EZENT 26 DOFATELVWEFATEDLONTLS

This document describes the process used by FSC to screen individuals and organizations applying for
association* with FSC for conformance with the Policy for Association. The intention of the procedure is to

reduce the risk of establishing or maintaining association* with an organization in violation of the Policy for
Association and its corporate group*.

KX EL. FSC & O FFHFLT AR VKRB O it & FSC & DEIFICE T 3 15F~DEE% FSC
AT RABET 2RICEREINIFREZ2RL TWD, FIROBMIE. #itd FSC & DEFRICE T S 1551
ICERZ L TV BHBIKROZ D EPEEMFE O EFREECERERD ) X7 2 ERT 25 & TH 5,

The risk management approach taken in this procedure aims to balance the need for proactive
implementation of Policy for Association while recognizing that it cannot place undue burden on or create
a disincentive for individuals and organizations committed to the values of FSC through association*. It
therefore places a strong emphasis on these disclosure requirements. The screening process will be rapid

and highly automated. A detailed extended assessment will be made only if clear indication of high risk for
engagement in unacceptable activities defined in the Policy for Association is identified.

AFBICEWTHAINTLWE Y XRIVBEEDOT7 70 —F I3, FSC & D AF% @ L T FSC DffEER~D
ZNZ T2 EAARVEEICBEOEIBZNT-Y, £1EEMEZZCILIETERVEVLSTHDOD &
At & FSC & DERICE T 3 7531 DEBH L ER OB E DNT Vv 2B I EZBNE LTS,
> TFEBMATRDERFBEICFICERZEVLWTWS, BBFHS IIRERL D, SEICEBLIN TV,
S VEFMBREL. s FSC & DEFRICE T SHF#NCED DN TWEHFAETERVEH~DEEDS
WU X HWBREICRINTZHZEDAERIND,
Conformance with the Policy for Association is overseen by FSC, unlike for example forest management,
chain of custody, and controlled wood certification that is based on contractual agreements between the
organization and the certification body. FSC therefore implements this Disclosure Procedure. If a
certification body finds evidence or observes actions that point to a possible violation of Policy for

Association, the certification body is responsible for informing both the organization and FSC of such
information.

B Z1E. FM FBEE. CoC FRAEKR NVEIEARM AL A HERL & WA DM D ZKICE DL D L F8a Y . A
& FSC & DEIIFRICETT 3155~ DBEEITFSCICL > TERINS, ZD7=% FSC IIXRIEHRFHATFIE
ZRKWET D, RN Mt & FSC & DEFFIZETT 755/~ DRBENLER DFHLE RO T /-55E
BB LG, RAEEICIZZOBEREARBE FSC ISBAT 2EEHNH 5,
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Objective
H#Y

The objective of this procedure is to reduce the risk to FSC of establishing or maintaining an association*
with an individual or organization and its corporate group* in violation of the Policy for Association by
providing a screening mechanism for conformity with Policy for Association.

KFEDBMIL. #itE FSC & DEIFICE T 3755~ DBEDEBEDEHEAZIRET 52 & T, Hit s
FSC ¢ DEFFICE T S 15FHACER % L TWBHEBR N Z O 22 E L O HFBECREREFOY X7 %
BRI 2 &THhD,

Scope

e

This procedure is implemented by FSC and is applied to both applicant FSC members (for FSC
International membership) and applicant certificate holders.

AFIEIZ FSC IZL > TEREI N, FSC 28 (FSC EELE) RUTMMEBOREEOHMAICER I N
%,

This procedure focuses on screening the risk that an individual, organization, or its corporate group* has
been engaged in any of the six unacceptable activities defined in Policy for Association through their
operations. The procedure supplements the assessment process for forest management, chain of custody,
and controlled wood certification.

KIgstiz, BA. BB -3 70 EEMANBEEDEEAB L CHlitd FSC & DEFIZE T 3 15FHC
HHLNTWD 6 DOFARTELRWVERICEASE L TWBEURIDEERITO Z tt:ﬁ;ﬁ%%w’cméo 7N
imﬁ‘i\ FM (SN uJ.T: COC (SN EI.L—I:& UEEEK?M.DL uJ.TZOD u?ﬁﬂi%b g %%ﬁ?’:? é

The procedure will be implemented in a multi-step approach: In the first phase, as of the effective date, it
shall apply to individuals and organizations applying for FSC certification or FSC membership. In a
subsequent stage, and after a formal review of its effectiveness it is envisaged that the scope will be
extended to organizations when applying for re-certification (for certificate holders) and membership
renewal (for members). When such a decision is taken, the scope section will be revised accordingly.

KFEIBIZ. EBORT v ITHoBEE2T770—FICL->TEBEBIND, E—EBETIE. BHBELEICAF
IEAY FSC FREE £ 7-13 FSC 2 E~DHE% 9 218 A K OHEREC ﬁb’(%)ﬁﬂzéﬂ%o ZDERDOEETIE
BEDERTIRIEDE., SMEHNVBFRLEZFFIT 2R NEEBAVEFZHET I B2/ RELT

HRENDZENFRINTVWDE, TOLIBWREANTINLEICIE, K72 a Y EEERTEIN S,
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=08
=

70N

The following references are relevant for the application of this document. For references without a version
number, the latest version of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

AXEDFERICHT-)., UTOXEHNEET D, RESDHIXEIL. ZOMRMDANZET 5, BES
DHEWSBYEICOWTIE GTELE®) BRI ERINS,

FSC-POL-01-004 Policy for Association
i & FSC & DEFRICET T 3 155f

FSC-PRO-01-009 Processing FSC Policy for Association Complaints
HigEE FSC & DEGFRICET T 3 7551 D& 154 FEE
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1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

2.1

2.2.

3.1.

3.2.

Applicant background disclosure
HEEE DB RIBE|WD R

The applicant shall complete a background questionnaire and a declaration of commitment to Policy
for Association as part of their application process.

REEIE. HFEFREO—RE LT GRERICET 2BRRRUMB L FSC & DERICET S
EE~DENICET 2552 A LB IINIER oL,

As part of the background questionnaire, the applicant shall disclose information related to their
organization and their corporate group*. Examples of required information is listed in Annex 1.

HEFEEIE. EREBEWRCBEI2BAKRO-IRELT. BEOMEME XD AEELFET 215HeH
RLBINIE G SRV, RS GEZBEROGNIIMA 1 ICEHEINTW S,

Upon completion of the background questionnaire, the applicant may pursue FSC certification and/or
membership, unless immediate risk to violation of Policy for Association has been identified.

BERERICEHTIEMEBEADLEALZT T LIS T, BEEIL. Hi#hd FSC & DEFICE T 375
FANDERICET2ZEZ LBV RIHDPHEREINAEWRY, FSC Rtk N £ -1 £ EEKDOEE
BT ENTE S,

Notification
BN

FSC shall make the names of all applicants publicly available on the FSC webpage on a monthly
basis.

FSClZ. BR. FSC 7z 7 R_R—Y TCIRTCOHEFEDLFI 2T 5,

If a stakeholder provides substantial information* that an applicant or associated* individual or
organization is in violation of Policy for Association, then FSC-PRO-01-009 Processing FSC Policy
for Association Complaints shall be followed.

FMEBGRE,I O, HBFELZ/-IEFSC & F?/% FRFOEN 7= (XD i & FSC & DETRICET T
BIEFHIER L TWB & WD EEFRLIEHRNM R S N 7-5E. FSC-PRO-01-009 #i & FSC &
DEFHICETT B 155 DE BB E D < %%J.é HER SN D,

Review
BB
FSC may review the background information provided (see 1.1.), using a combination of risk profiling

services tools such as Controlled Wood National Risk Assessments and others.

FSC 1. BEBAMD S > 3 FINYRITERAY FRRZDOMHDY RO —ER Y —IL %48
HAEHE T, BESINAE-BRER L1358 2FELTH LU,

The criteria to trigger an extended review could include but is not limited to following:

S UFHMGHARBEREZRB T 2EEICIT. UTHEENZD INSICRO AL
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4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

a) Connection to a disassociated* organization as part of the corporate group*.
EEELD—EE LT ERBER#E DO H Y HY 5 5,

b) Previous legal findings confirming engagement with any of the unacceptable activities defined
in the Policy for Association.

B AR EESC & DA IS T BIEAHCED SN T WA AR TEAVETHO LT A ICE
5% L1-2 & %WERT D ENRIEBRLAH - 7=,

c) Operating in high-risk areas or high-risk sectors (based on existing risk identification tools) when
risk mitigation measures are not clear.

DR EE - EREEVPBETIEIRL, (BEOYRIEEY —IMIZEDL) Y X7 #Hl
FIEYRVERIZBWTIRELTWLA,

d) Track record of previously unsuccessful applications of association* with FSC.
BEIZFSC & DEIFH BFEICRB L2 REH D B,

e) Unclear, incomplete, or inaccurate information provided.
TR, N2 X7 IE N ERABHRNIRHE S N,

NOTE: The specific risk criteria will be developed in another process establishing the detailed
process and tools to support disclosure and screening.

T B YR VEEL, BHREREAREEEAXIZI0HMFREE Y —ILAEILT SR 07O
Yt ATCERESINDFETH D,

Action and consequences based on disclosure process
BHRERFHRIICEOCHEBLER

Failure to disclose all required information may be grounds for the initiation of an evaluation in
accordance with FSC-PRO-01-009 Processing FSC Policy for Association Complaints.

MERIER % R LA WEE, FSC-PRO-01-009 ## & FSC & DEFICE T 5 155D 2 M FE .
o1 AEZEBRI 2EBREAYIES,

If the screening produces substantial information* that the individual or organization may be in
violation of the Policy for Association, then the procedure FSC-PRO-01-009 Processing FSC Policy

for Association Complaints shall be initiated, and the association* decision delayed until the process
has been completed.

EEIZL > TEAF-IZBEA. Eitd FSC & DEIFICE T 375FH58R L TWLWAAIREMEIZ D W
TEBHLRIBEHRINRINIHEE. FSC-PRO-01-009 ## & FSC & DEEIZE T 3 155 D &[SI EE
ICEDLCFHREHLPEON, COFHEHNTTITSHET FSC & DEFBEICDODWNTORE IFIER X
N,

The individual or organization shall be given the opportunity to withdraw the application if they do
not want to move forward with the evaluation.

A F7ITHEBICIE. Mz EDLE I E2EEzRWVEE, FHEZIRETRENEAON 5,
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Annex 1: Disclosure questions for association with FSC
fHEl 1 FSC & OBIMREBED /- OIERFARICET 2 &R

Below are examples of information FSC would ask organizations to provide. The questions are used for
screening by FSC based on risk management systems. Not all questions may be relevant for or asked
from all applicants.

LT IE. FSC AHEMICH L CRRZ KD 21ERDBITH D, INoDBRIE, URIEEBI X T LICE
DX, FSC MY BEICERAINS, IXNTOEMNI RN TORFBEEICKHET S, £lEZhonsd e
R 57U,

1)  Current status and type of association*
FSC & DIRTED EFRDIRRE & B3R

2)  Type of association* applied for
FHEE L TW 5 FSC & oAgmoiEsa

3)  Size of the corporate group*
PFEELFD IR

4)  Corporate structure of the corporate group*
IPEEFDIEREE

5)  Countries of forest and forest products sector operations of the corporate group*
PEEFDHEME L UOMENEEZITo>TWD

6)  Sectors of operations of the corporate group*
IPEEFDEENE

7)  Affiliation or other corporate relationship with any currently disassociated* organization
IBTE FSC & O BFE 2B L T SR~ DB £ 7213 Z Db DB R

8)  Previous decisions on disassociation* or blocks from the FSC system and their status
BED FSCHIE & D BFMHELZT-1£7 0y 7 DRE KR VIREDIKEE

9)  Previous applications for association* or membership that was not granted
BEICHEO NN -T2 FSC & D LFERE-IIERH

10) Current or past legal proceedings confirming engagement with any of the unacceptable activities
defined in Policy for Association from last 5 years

1B 5 EMIC S FSC & DEFICET 315 TED LN TWAFR TR VERICEbL-/-2
EERTIREF-IIBEDENFiEE,

11) Types of due diligence systems used (if any)
FRALTWAT2—TA VPV RV RTLOEE (b LHNIT)

12) Other
z Dty

Some questions might trigger additional questions for further clarification or skipping other questions to
move directly to end if further information is not required.

EFICL>T, ELRL2PEADTODOFOERNAEEINLIERDLHNIE. ZNULDFERIBETE
WIEEIE. MOEMIEITEL QY EERRICETRIGELH D,
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Annex 2: Outline of screening process
A 2 - BEFHRE OBE

Applicant provides data

’

Data screened for risk of
PfA violations

High Low
Risk level
Further checks, e.g., public search by
key ?:orc:?., corporat;efstructure DEVELOPMENT
veritica ';’]'f"orr‘f'“qﬂ“t?;n ormore PHASE II: Regular
updates to data
Y
Risk cleared? s >
No
Investigation
Violation No >
confirmed?
h 4
Association Eligibility far
denied/allowed association
with conditions confirmed
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Annex 3: Terms and definitions
(R 3 B EER

For the purposes of this procedure, the terms and definitions given in FSC-POL-01-004 Policy for
Association, FSC-STD-01-002 FSC Glossary of Terms and the following apply:

ARIE#TlE. FSC-POL-01-004 ##& FSC & DERICE 9 5 75#/. FSC-STD-01-002 FSC A#EE/R
UToRZELERNMEAIND

Association (associated, associate, associated organization): An association with FSC is formally
established through any of the following contractual relationships: FSC membership agreement; FSC

certificate holder license agreement; FSC certification body license agreement; FSC partnership
agreement.

BFk (BFRzF>. BRT 5. BRZE2HEEB) : FSCLoBRIE. UTOZWERO VTN Z®EL
TIERICHEIND | FSCREZK. FSCRAMSED 74 £ XK, FSCRIAEED 71 £ X2
9. FSC/¥— b+ —2 v 72,

Corporate group: The totality of legal entities to which an associated* organization is affiliated in a
corporate relationship in which either party controls the performance of the other (e.g. parent or sister
company, subsidiary, holding company, joint venture, etc.) as described in FSC-POL-01-004 Policy for
Association.

ZEEH | FSC-POL-01-004 ## £LFSC & DEIFICA T 3157 BV TEREINTWSEY . FSCEL A
FEFRFOMBN., EABRELTAHEL., £EH0hhd ) —HOEBEZXRL TLEEADRIE (B :

Hatt, mEEstt., FRE. 8FRERY)

Disassociation (disassociated): The termination of all existing contractual relationships (member and

license) between FSC and the associated* individual, organization and corporate group*. Disassociation
also prevents entry into any new contractual relationships with FSC.

RAfRbTiE (BAfRETiEINF-) FSCLAFZAOEA. AV EEENEFSCOBD T NTDERFED
PR (FERVFTA LY R) OBUHE L, BERITEIRAETIE. FSCL DI - HEZHNBEREZENZ &b
TE7RU,

Substantial information: Credible information provided by third parties and/or gathered through
independent research obtained from reliable/renowned sources which constitutes a solid piece of evidence
to be considered in an investigation. Substantial information may include any of the following forms so long
as the evidence meets the criteria required in this definition: scientific reports, technical analysis,
certification reports, corroborated news articles, official reports and/ or announcements by governmental
authorities, legal analysis, Geographic Information System information (boundary coordinates, satellite
change mapping), videos or footage, images, independent interviews, affidavits and declarations, meeting
minutes, and corporate/organizational information.

EELBIR : F=FHrodbooaniz. KW FAIZEB T3/ BIBEREN, BRI L 72
AEZBLTEDON, FABICPWTEERINDIREIELN LN E L IEBTE B1ER,
NEREEDEEATHF-ITRY ., REENRBRIIUTOVNVTNOFETD LW ZMHREE. &
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MO, RAREE, BRHIAEFITFON-Z 12— XPE, BIFEBICLAFRAREER
W EFIFREK, EDT. GISER (BREEZE, FEZMHK) . 77 F 72 13E&R. Bk,
WAy L7-EERYAERE. EEHRE, B85 (BE) &2, cEEFH. BEMARIER,

Verbal forms for the expression of provisions
MEZxRTEEDORRII

[Adapted from ISO/IEC Directives Part 2: Rules for the structure and drafting of International Standards]

[ISONEC T4 LU T 4 7 /X— b 2:EBRBFIE DR EAER DT DIL—ILH 5 iE )

“shall”; indicates requirements strictly to be followed in order to conform to the document.
[~LAaThEhEoin] @ BRIBEFOZOEIGICE I NERKEBETHDH I EERT,

“should”: indicates that among several possibilities one is recommended as particularly suitable, without
mentioning or excluding others, or that a certain course of action is preferred but not necessarily required.

[~F2ZENLFE LV EROABREDHDI S, FICBUTHLI LD EZHEL, ZTOMICOWLWTIE
FICERVERDL LAV, ZOREOFIEAFELVWETE2H00, KT LHERBETIIRWI L%
N

“may”: indicates a course of action permissible within the limits of the document.

[~LTh &0  XEBDHHATHEINCFIEZ =T

“can”: is used for statements of possibility and capability, whether material, physical or causal.
[~TZ5%]  BERN, BN, FLIIRREFRAEICEY, AJEETHL Z EOBENH L L
CRNC IR
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